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Waste incineration and Taxonomy

Incineration = with or without energy recovery (Art 3 point 40 of Industrial
Emissions Directive)

Taxonomy Regulation = considers increase in waste generation as, with the
exception of the incineration of non-recyclable hazardous waste, as harmful to
the circular economy (as per Article 12(d))

Technical Expert Group's (TEG) Final Technical Report = refers to Taxonomy
regulation for not including waste incineration

Commission guidance on RRF — Example 3: Waste incinerator (example of non-

compliance with DNSH)


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32010L0075
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R0852
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/200309-sustainable-finance-teg-final-report-taxonomy-annexes_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021XC0218(01)&from=EN

Example 3: Waste incinerator (example of non-compliance with DNSH)

Transition to a circular econamy,
including waste prevention and recycling:
Is the measure expected to:

@)

(i)

(1i1)

lead to a significant increase in
the generation, incineration or
disposal of waste, with the ex-
ception of the incineration of
non-recvclable hazardous
waste; or

lead to significant inefficiencies
in the direct or indirect use of
anv natural resource at any stage
of its life cvcle which are not
minimised bv adequate mea-
Sures; or

cause significant and long-term
harm to the environment in re-
spect to the circular economy?

Example
of non-
compli-

ance with
DNSH

While this measure aims to divert, among others, combustible non-
recyclable waste from landfills, the Commission would likelv consider
this measure to develop or “lead to a significant increase in the
generation, incineration or disposal of waste, with the exception of the
incineration of non-recvclable hazardous waste” for the following
TEASOnS.

The construction of new waste incinerators to increase the existing
incineration capacity in the countrv leads to a significant increase in the
incineration of waste, which does not fall under the category of non-
recyclable hazardous waste. Therefore, it is in direct breach of Article
17(1)d(ii) (‘Significant harm to environmental objectives’) of the
Taxonomyv Regulation.

The measure hampers the development and deployment of available low-
impact alternatives with higher levels of environmental performance (e.g.
reuse, recycling), and could lead to a lock-in of high-impact assets,
considering their lifetime and capacity. Significant amounts of non-
hazardous waste (recyclable and non-recyclable, indistinctivelv) might be
used as feedstock, thus hampering, as regards recvclable waste, treatment
ranking higher in the waste hierarchy, including recycling. This would
undermine the achievement of recvcling targets at national regional level
and the national/regional/local Waste Management Plan adopted in
accordance with the amended Waste Framework Directive.




Refuse/Rethink/Redesign

Reduce and reuse

Preparation for reuse

Recycling/composting/anaerobic digestion

Material and chemical recovery

Residuals
management

Unacceptable &

Refuse what we don't need and change the way we produce
and consume by redesigning business models, goods and
packaging in order to reduce resource-use and waste

Minimise the quantity, toxicity and ecological footprint of
consumption. Use products or components, that are not waste,
for the same purpose for which they were conceived or
repurpose them for another use that doesn't reduce their value

Check, clean or repair products or components of products
that have become waste so that they can be re-used without
any other pre-processing

High quality material recovery from separately collected
waste streams

Technologies to recover materials from mixed waste and
discards from sorting processes into new building blocks for
high quality applications

What cannot be recovered from mixed waste is biologically
stabilised prior to landfilling

Options that don't allow for material recovery, have high
environmental impact and create lock in effects that threaten
the transition to Zero Waste: waste to energy incineration,
co-incineration, plastic to fuel, landfilling of non-stabilised
waste, gasification, pyrolysis, illegal dumping, open burning
and littering
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Thank you!
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